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REEFER MADNESS By WiLuam F. Buckiey, Jr.

The e xperience of Ed R

osenthal of Oakland, California, accelerates

anti-drug policy is a big lie that's supported by a thousand other

lies."

Eric Schlosser of The A tlantic Monthly has published a deeply

the day when heavy dilemmas in our legal system might just force

informative and readable book called R eefer Madness. He won -

a fresh look at our marijuana laws. P resumably that will have to

derfully illustrates the comple xity , contradiction, and futility of
happen when state e and p arein e xtant drug laws. Although Governor Clinton of Ark ansas intr o -
recess, because the great enemy of sensible reform has been, of duced legislation to lessen state penalties for marijuana, he went
course, politicians high fr om righteousness. on, as president, to treat marijuana as if it were as innocent as
‘What happened to R osenthal was that he was convicted of mari adulter y.
juana cultivation and conspiracy , facing a conceivable sentence of He doubled the arrests for marijuana infractions. When Nix on
100 years in prison and a fine of $4.5 million. declared his tough-drug policies, athwart the recommendation of
The defense attorney had been forbidden by presiding F ederal his own which had licensing ij for
District Judge Charles Breyer to advise the jur y of the perspectives individual home consumption, arrests climbed to over 100,000
of the defense. per year . In 2001, 720,000 Americans were arrested for pot.
The city of Oakland, instructed by a statewide pr oposition in About 20,000 inmates in the federal system have been incarcerat -
1996, had enacted an ordinance authorizing the gr owth of mari - ed primarily for a marijuana offense.
juana for medical use. The judge took the flat position that local Those in state systems would equal that figure, and e x ceed it.
laws do not override federal laws; therefore the verdict could not The pr oblem is more than the laws' contradictions. The Uniform
be influenced by the legal contradiction, and therefore the jur ors Sentencing A ct has given pr osecutors, not judges, almost plenar y

shouldn't be sidetrack

ed by hearing about it. The reasoning was

powers over defendants, power ruthlessly used to e

xtract informa -

identical to that of Judge George King in the case of computer tion and to encourage duplicity and to mak epr operty rights
guru and poet P eter McWilliams. Judge King did not permit insecure.
McWilliams to base his defense on the California initiative. . : "
Judicial pr ocess is convoluted to the point where a judge can rea -

McWilliams died fr om AIDS, while awaiting sentencing, unrelieved

sonably e xercise a choice between 100 years in prison and one

by the marijuana that critically lessened his nausea. -
day in prison.

Sentencing day for R osenthal was at hand on June 5, and there

The marijuana laws can most directly be compared to the

was some commotion when the thought was e xpressed that the

P r ohibition-era laws, which didn't work, undermined the law , and

guilty finding could mean life in prison.

were capriciously enforced. P ot consumption varies, but not in

One jur or had told the press that if she had known such might be correlation with the laws' thr ow  -weight. If you buy an ounce in

the consequence of a guilty finding, she, and presumably other New Y ork State, that could bring you a fine of $100; in Louisiana,

jur ors, would not have voted as they did. The day came, and a jail sentence of 20 years.

Judge Breyer , perhaps with a wink of the eye, sentenced R osenthal EdR osenthal is quoted by author Schiosser  Will the laws in

o one day injail and a $1,000 fine. America dissipate, as they have done in Eur ope? He doesn't think

Now Ed R osenthal is not to be confused with a stray felon who so . "They've made the laws so brittle, one day they're going to

took a tok e at an outdoor movie with his date. Oh no . R osenthal break.” The whole edifice of pr ohibition would come down, he

is a full-time practitioner of resistance to marijuana legislation. He predicted, "lik e the fall of the Berlin W all." Schlosser nicely summa -
has written several books, totaling in sales over 1 million. rized R osenthal's prediction. "A gr oup of powerful, white, middle-

In one of his most recent, The Closet Cultivator + he outlined how aged men will meet in a r oom to discuss what to do about mari °
to build an indoor -marijuana-gr owing system impossible to detect Juana. And they will reach the only logical conclusion: tax it

thr  ough any method other than betrayal. Lik e booze, some will then go on to abuse it, though with

When arrested, he was link ed to a nearby warehouse full of the consequences less dire.

drug, ostensibly consigned for medical use. R osenthal had been Note wian Buckley Jr . died F eb. 27, and opponents of the drug war lost an

teasing the law along about as pr ovocatively as one can do . He eloauent voice: Here s one ofs pieces o 2002 archived by the Meda

A wareness P T oject. This piece is dedicated to ever yone who suffers needlessly
had a monthly radio show , and a little while before his arrest his
5 00 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000
guest was San F rancisco's district attorney . T erence Hallinan, who ° Y
° This is our 50th issue since we began this journey in °
praised efforts by medical-marijuana cooperatives and permitted ° °
. . X o @  Sept. 2003!! Thanks for reading and lending support, Ed. °
himself the obiter dictum on e xisting laws that "the government 00 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Science: Diabetes
In a press release G W Pharmaceuticals reported that it has generat -
ed highly pr omising results in both pre-clinical pharmacology stud -
ies and a Phase | trial of a new potential cannabinoid treatment

for type 2 diabetes and related metabolic disorders. The natural

cannabinoid delta-9-tetrahydr ocannabivarin (THCV), which in ear -
lier studies was shown to behave as an antagonist at the CB1

receptor , had positive effects on hormones such as insulin in ani -
mal models of diabetes and was well tolerated by healthy

humans. The company announced to start a Phase |l trial in type 2

diabetes patients already in 2008.
W Pharmaceuticals of 22 Januar

Source: P ress release by G

Sclence: Allergy

R esearchers of the university of Florence, Italy

¥ 2008

, investigated the
effects of a synthetic cannabinoid (CP55,940), which such as THC
binds to both the CB1 and the CB2 receptor , on allergic asthma in
animals. Asthmatic symptoms of Guinea pigs which were allergic

against a certain pr

otein (ovalbumin) impr oved considerably if

they were given the cannabinoid before e xposure to the allergen.

Source: Giannini L, et al. J Cell Mol Med. 2008 F ebs
Science: Pancreatilis

Levels of endocannabinoids in human chr onic pancreatitis tissues
were reduced. A ctivation of cannabinoid receptors by the synthet -
ic cannabinoid WINS55,212-2 reduced inflammation. The

researchers of the T echnical University of Munich, Germany . con -
cluded that cannabinoids "may thus constitute an option to treat

osis in chr

inflammation and fibr onic pancreatitis.”

A vailable online at: http://www .pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articleren -
der .fcgi?artid=2253501&rendertype=abstract

Source Michask
USs: The largest American association of physicians calls for reclassi-
fication of cannabis and protection of patients wheo use the drug
according to state laws

The largest association of physicians, the American College of

. etal. PLoS ONE 2008;3(2):e1701.

Physicians (ACP), is calling on the federal government to ease its

strict ban on cannabis as medicine and hasten research into the

drug's therapeutic uses. In a 13-page position paper the organiza -
tion, which has 124,000 members, calls on the government to

dr op cannabis fr om Schedule | of narcotic drugs, a classification it
shares with illegal drugs such as her oin and LSD. Narcotics of
Schedule have no medicinal value and a high potential of abuse.

In their paper the ACP e xpresses the following five positions:

"P osition 1: ACP supports pr ograms and funding for rigor ous scien -
tific evaluation of the potential therapeutic benefits of medical
marijuana and the publication of such findings. (...)

P osition 2: ACP encourages the use of nonsmok ed forms of THC
that have pr oven therapeutic value.
P osition 3: ACP supports the current pr ocess for obtaining federal
research-grade cannabis.

P osition 4: ACP urges review of marijuana’s status as a schedule |

contr olled substance and its reclassification into a more appr opri -
ate schedule, given the scientific evidence regarding marijuana’s

safety and efficacy in some clinical conditions.

P osition 5: ACP str om federal criminal

ongly supports e xemption fr

pr osecution; civil liability ;or pr ofessional sanctioning, such as loss
of licensure or credentialing, for physicians who prescribe or dis -
pense medical marijuana in accordance with state law . Similarly f

ACP str ongly urges pr otection fr om criminal or civil penalties for
patients who use medical marijuana as permitted under state

laws."

The paper is available on the website of the American College of

Physicians at: www org/acp_t i htm

Sources: Los Angeles T imes of 14 F ebruar ¥ 2008, website of the ACP

Finland: Health ministry plans to publish guidelines for the med-
ical use of cannabis

The Ministr y of Social Affairs and Health wants to publish guide -
lines on the medical use of cannabis. Just over a year ago the

National Agency for Medicines granted its first special permission

om chr

for medical cannabis to a man suffering fr onic pain stem -

ming fr om a back injur y . The Agency had initially rejected the
application for the use of cannabis prescribed by a Dutch doctor

The patient appealed the case to his regional A dministrative Court,
which overturned the decision.

The court decision also forced the Ministr y for Social Affairs and

Health to clarif y legislation. It is e xpected, that in a few months
changes will be enacted that allow the prescription of cannabis.

Under the plan, even after the changes, cannabis prescriptions for

medicinal purposes will require the permission of the National

Agency for Medicines.

The report is available at: http://yle.filnews/id77759.html

Source: YLE News of 17 December 2007

Science; ADIHD and post-traumatic stress disorder
Californian researchers obser ved an association between variants

of the gene that codes the cannabinoid-1 receptor with attention

deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and post traumatic stress dis -
order
Source: Lu A

Science: Interaction of anandamide and 2-AG [talian researchers
made a surprﬂsmg discovery.

T, etal. Am J Med Genet B Neur opsychiatr Genet 2008 Jan 22

The i ide inhibited the ism of
another inoid, 2-i ol (2- AG), by acti -
vation of the vanilloid-1 receptor . This effect was obser ved in a

brain region, called the striatum. More research will be needed to
determine the relevance of such interaction between
endocannabinoids. Source: Maccarr

one M, et al. Nat Neur osci 2008;11(2):152-9

Science: Glaucoma

Scientists fr omV irginia, US A, demonstrated that topical administra -
tion of the synthetic cannabinoid WIN55,212-2 to the eyes of rats
alleviated intraocular hypertension in these animals. This effect
was mainly mediated by the CB1 receptor . No systemic effects on
circulation were obser ved.

Source: Oltmanns MH, et al. J Ocul Pharmacol Ther 2008 Jan 17

Science: New constituents of cannabis

R esearchers of the University of Mississippi found six new mole -
cules in cannabis variety , of whom four were cannabinoids of the
cannabiger ol-type.

Source: R adwan MM, et al. Planta Med. 2008 F eb 18
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Use Science To Judge InSite

In the latest salvo in the battle over V ancouver's contr oversial

super vised drug injection site, leading researchers are criticizing the

federal for not between legitil sci

ence and a report endorsed by a US law -and- order lobby gr oup.
"Alarmingly " they say , Health Minister T ony Clement has been cit

ing the lobby gr oup report as evidence of gr owing "academic

debate” over the safe injection site.

In a report published Monday in a British medical journal, they

say advancing evidence-based public health in Canada "will now
require that politicians are able to tell the difference between valid

peer - reviewed science and essays posted on the websites of lobby

gr oups."

The lobby gr oup, the Drug F ree America F oundation, is dedicated
to strengthening laws to hold drug users and dealers criminally
accountable for their actions. The gr oup's online journal, "which to
the untrained eye could easily be mistak en for a scientific journal,"
disseminates material and essays that oppose the concept of harm
reduction, researchers Drs. Evan W ood, Julio Montaner and
Thomas Kerr say in an article published Monday in The Lancet

Infectious Diseases, a British medical journal.

W ood, Montaner and Kerr of the BC Centre for Ex cellence in

HIV/AIDS are principal investigators at InSite, an e xperimental
injection site in V' ancouver's Downtown Eastside. Since September
2003, her oin and cocaine addicts have been injecting street-
bought drugs at the site staffed by a small team of government-

paid nurses and drug counsellors.

The researchers' two dozen reports, published in top-level peer
reviewed journals, conclude that InSite has reduced the number of
syringes on the street, reduced syringe-sharing that can spread
infection, increased entr y into detox and treatment, and reduced

drug- overdose deaths. The findings have been widely back ed by

other investigators.

Drug F ree America prefers to highlight a critique of the injection
site that concludes the e xperiment has had little success. It also says
drug policy in Canada has become so "politicized" that the true

results are being "ignored.”

The critique was written by former academic and Canadian anti-
harm reduction activist Colin Mangham, and was, according to

W ood and his colleagues, funded by the RCMP

W ood and his colleagues say they were alarmed when Clement
recently alluded to Mangham's report and suggested there is gr

ing academic debate about safe injection sites.

"If the health minister equates a report fr om an RCMP - funded,

advocacy gr oup to 24 peer - reviewed scientific papers including
articles in the New England Journal of Medicine, then Canadians

need to be worried about the person who is in charge of public

health in this countr y"W ood said.
Source: V ancouver Sun, 19 F eb 2008,
hup:/iwww _mapinc.org/drugnews/v08/n200/a01 htmi

VS Feds Threaten Dispensaries’ Landlords

In late December 2007, the US Drug Enforcement A dministration
(DEA) sent letters to landlords of buildings that housed medical
cannabis dispensaries in the city , telling them they face the loss of

their pr operty and possibly prison if the businesses stay open.

Now , two months later , seven of the city's 28 dispensaries have
closed or are on the verge of closing, according to medical mari

juana supporters and activists. They fear more will follow

One of the best known dispensaries, the San F rancisco P atients’

Cooperative on Divisader o Street, will shut its doors at the end

of F ebruar y after nearly 20 years, according to the R

W  ebster , one of the cooperative's founders.

The owner of the building was "severely frightened" by the DEA
letter , and the cooperative founders and the landlord had agreed
years ago to part ways in the event of a situation lik

W ebster said.

San F rancisco is the birthplace of the medical cannabis move
ment. The first major club opened in the city in 1994 and the
number peak

their kind regulations for the dispensaries.

Al are supposed to possess city permits by March 1, though so far
only one - a deliver y ser

city's Department of P ublic Health.

The DEA sent similar letters to dispensaries in Southern California
last summer and about 50 shut down, according to Kris Hermes,
legal campaign director for Americans for Safe A

Oakland marijuana advocacy organization.

While that number is significant, Hermes said, "In no way is the

DEA iminating medical access in
California.”

Source: San F rancisco Chr onicle, 7 F eb 2008,
http:/waw mapinc.org/drugnews/v08/n138/a06.html
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vice - has complied, according to the

ccess, an

TIHE Effective For Intractable Nausea

Californian doctors presented a case-
woman with a long histor y of obesity
bypass surger y to reduce her food intak

weeks she developed severe nausea and inability to tolerate fluids
or food and was admitted to hospital seven times. A variety of
anti-emetic drugs were tried including a ser

which only pr ovided limited relief .F
gastric bypass be reversed. As a last resort, oral THC was pre

scribed with a maximum of 15 mg per day

cant impr
the medication well. Her mood and energy levels impr
quickly and she began tolerating more foods and liquids by

mouth. She used THC for less than 4 weeks.

Gastric bypass surger y mak
food to bypass part of the small intestine. The patients feel full
more quickly , which reduces food intak
mented post- operative complication of this inter
authors noted that "THC could have a useful r
serious and debiliating post-

Source: Merriman AR, Oliak D A. Surg Obes R

DErFINITIONS

bﬂ“@[ﬂlhaha n . anoisy and overe

(http:/www .ask  oxford.com/)

dﬂmrﬂmmai@ v . 1. recognize a distinction. 2. mak
tinction in the treatment of different categories of people, espe
cially on the gr

ounds of race, se

adj . [Latin discriminare ‘distinguish between’].
(ibid.)

h@ﬁ“maphﬁ“@dﬁi&@ n. 1. aperson or animal having both
female se X organs or other se

having stamens and pistils in the same flower
hermaphr oditiC adj . hermaphr oditiSM
originally the name of the son of Hermes and Aphr

became joined in one body with the nymph Salmacis].

(ibid.)

xual characteristics. 2. Botany

report of a 31-year old
, who under went gastric

e. Within the following

otonin antagonist,

inally , the patient ask ed her

. She noticed a signifi -

ovement in her symptoms within 1-2 days and tolerated

oved

es the stomach smaller and allows

e. Nausea is a well-docu -
vention. The

ole in treating this

operative complication."

elat Dis 2008 Jan 26

x cited reaction. [F rench]

e an unjust dis -

X, or age. Hence discriminatlVE

male and

, a plant
. Hence
n . [Greek hermaphroditos f

odite who
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ud Behind Bar Brouhaha iHarm Reduction Paper

Where does one draw the line for those legally licensed to smok e V ancouver Island Compassion Society director Philippe Lucas has

cannabis for medical purposes? Where can these folks consume had a paper published in Harm R eduction Journal 2008. V isit

their medicine when outside in public? Should their rights be http:/www ionj 1t/5/1/5 for the

similar to cigarette, cigar and pipe smok ers? complete pr ovisional paper

Medical cannabis smok er Steve Gibson wants the owner of a P ublished at the end of Januar y , itis titled “R egulating compas -
sports bar to let him smok e his legal joints in the same spot out - sion: an over view of Canada's federal medical cannabis policy and

side the business where tobacco users are permitted to light up. practice” and e xamines the contr oversial six year medical cannabis

T ed Kindos, the owner of Gator T eds T ap and Grill, says he simply pr ogram br ought into play by Health Canada.

wants Gibson not to smok e his medicine close to the fr ont doors Tak enfr om the abstract, the results show that “there is a gr owing

of his Guelph Line restaurant. body of evidence that Health Canada's pr ogram is not meeting the

Gibson believes his individual rights have been trampled, that he is needs of the nation's medical cannabis patient community and that

being singled out and segregated fr om tobacco smok ers. Kindos the policies of the Marihuana Medical A ccess Division may be sig -
says his rights as a respected businessman of a family - run opera - nificantly limiting the potential individual and public health bene -
tion, and the wishes of his customers who don't want to be fits achievable though the therapeutic use of cannabis.”

ar ound marijuana smok ers, are being infringed. : o
I 9 9 “ Any future success will depend on the government's ability to bet -

The two men are lock ed in a battle ter assess and address the needs and legitimate concerns of end-

that has been before the Ontario users of this pr ogram, to pr omote and fund an e xpanded clinical

Human Rights Commission (OHRC) research agenda, and to work in cooperation with community -

for about 2 1/2 years. The case has based medical cannabis dispensaries in order to address the ongo -
been sent to the Human Rights ing issue of safe and timely access to this herbal medicine.”

T ribunal of Ontario and eight dates

Source: Harm R eduction Journal 2008, 5:5d0i:10.1186/1477-7517-5-5

have been set aside, starting in May . to
desce te queston (o pose more). One In 100 Adults in US Prison

One issue is whether a bar owner is violating a legal medical

F or the first time in histor y more than one in ever y 100 adults in
cannabis patient's rights by asking him to smok e further away o ) . .

the US are in jail or prison - a fact that significantly impacts state
fr om the fr ont doors than tobacco smok ers. Y et cigarette smok ers . o 5

budgets without delivering a clear return on public safety
regularly encr oach upon the legal smoking distance fr om a build - N

A ccording to a new report released F eb 28, 2008, by the P ew
ing entrance - has anybody complained about that? P atients that 5 .

Center on the States' P ublic Safety P erformance P r oject, at the start
have a HC license have had to be fle xible regarding their medicine

of 2008, 2,319,258 adults were held in American prisons or jails,

ingestion habits because no firm rules have been put in place, . 5
or one in ever y 99.1 men and women, according to the study

leading at times to mi: ings and discri

F ind the report online at www org.

Mixed up in the melee are the rights of the public - some are wor -

ried that passing thr ough a cloud of cannabis smok e, and possibly
smelling lik e it, might get them in tr ouble; others are concerned
about second-hand smok e; others are supportive of cannabis as

medicine and are ok with consuming cannabis in public places but
only if it's done in a respectful and responsible manner . If cigarette
smok ers must comply with non-smoking by -laws, perhaps cannabis

smok ers need to adhere to them as well.

P erhaps some compr omise, common sense and respect is needed.
Maybe pr operly designed and well-ventilated smoking * r ooms’ or
booths (not r ock et science) are needed. Less hypocrisy would be

really nice, too
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Source: Burlington P ost, 10 F eb 2008,
WWW.SACKRED EREB.COM SE6- 0659
htp:/www _mapinc.org/drugnews/v08/n162/a08. htmi f b
R _ESOURCE D IRECT OR Y : Disabled Rights Alliance Action Committee of People Health Canada
- ith Disabiliti http:/fwww -he-sc.ge.ca/dhp-
AIDS V ancouver Island 15-950 Humbold ts t with Disabilities p: 9 P
ictori - mp  s/marihuana/index_e.htm!
1601 Blanshard, 384-2366 V ictoria, BC V8V 278 383-4105 P (¢
380-6660 Canadian CannabisCoalition 1-866-337-7705
V.P.W A
John W . Conroy ,QC. www .cannabiscoalition.ca Norml Canada
330-1 105 Pandora, 382-7927
1-877-852-51 10 (toll free) Canada Medical Marihuana http:/www -normicanada.org
MS Society http: i
p:/ww .johnconroy .com
www -medicalmarihuana.ca Cannabis Health
1004 N.Park, 388-6496 BCCCS !
Media Awareness Project www .cannabishealth.com
HepC BC V ancouver , 604-875-0448
http:/iwww .mapinc.org ICRS
306-620 V. iew , 595-3892 g i org
i i http://cannabinoidsociet .or
Canadians for Safe Access DrugSense Drug Policy Alliance i v i
http:/Avww .safeaccess.ca http:/Amww .drugsense.org htp:/h -drugpolicy 019 CannabisLinks.ca

“The best defense against usurpatory government is an assertive citizenry

W illiam F . Buckley ,Jr . (1925 - 2008)



