
C a n a d a  -  F o u r  P i l l a r s  L a r g e l y  R e d u c e d  T o  O n e

The federal investment in the war on drugs has been an abject fail -

ure, according to a report published Jan. 15 by the BC Centre for

Ex cellence in HIV/AIDS.

Canada's drug strategy , renewed with much fanfare in 2003, has

put too much emphasis on law enforcement instead of on means

to combat illicit drug use and minimize its human toll, says the

report that is to appear in the HIV/AIDS P olicy and Law R eview .

The study , which found that critical pr ograms in prevention, treat -

ment and research are being under funded, comes five years after

Canada's A uditor -General issued a scathing

report that said the countr y's drug strategy

focused too heavily on enforcement and

needed a more "balanced appr oach."

F urther , despite a mandate to do so ever y

two years, the drug strategy's secretariat has

yet to issue its first report to taxpayers, and

hardly any of the strategy's initiatives, partic -

ularly police measures, are evaluated for

results, the new study says.

It found that law enforcement consumed by

far the largest chunk (73%) of the drug strategy's annual $245-mil -

lion budget, with no demonstrated impact on curbing the use of

illegal drugs. A t the same time, 14% is spent on treatment, 7% on

research, and 3% each for addiction prevention and harm

reduction.

"The over whelming emphasis continues to be on conventional

enforcement-based appr oaches which are costly and often e xacer -

bate, rather than reduce, drug- related harm," the study says. This

stands in stark contrast to recent comments that there has been an

over -investment in harm reduction pr ogramming.

The report points out that while an innovative pr oject such as

V ancouver's safe-injection site is held to an e xtraordinar y standard

of scrutiny , the government rarely evaluates traditional appr oach -

es. The authors point specifically to the widespread D ARE pr o -

gram that puts police into schools to warn students about drugs.

In 2004-05, drug strategy funds were used to recertif y 550 e xist -

ing D ARE officers and train 150 more.

"Y et studies published in peer - reviewed journals ... have been con -

sistent in showing that the pr ogram does not prevent or delay

drug use, nor does it affect future intentions to use drugs," the

study says.

Drug courts don't measure up either , despite their gr owing popu -

larity , taking more than $3-million in drug strategy funds in 2004-

05 without solid scientific evidence that they work, the study says.

And the economic costs of the pr ogram's failures are high.  In

V ancouver alone, the medical bill for treating HIV infections

among injection drug users has been estimated at more than

$215-million a year .

Dr . Kerr , one of the four authors, said he finds it "immensely frus -

trating" that so much government money is spent on law

enforcement and so little on harm reduction.

"Canada simply does not have an evidence-based drug strategy ,"

he said. "There's way too much ideology and politics, and not

enough science and principle."

Source: Globe and Mail, Jan 15 2007 Study as 93 page .pdf file: http://www .aid -

slaw .ca/publications/interfaces/downloadF ile.php?ref=946

http://www .mapinc.org/drugnews/v07/n052/a08.html

U S  -  D E A  R a i d  M e d i c a l  C a n n a b i s  D i s p e n s a r i e s

On Januar y 17 federal agents raided 11 medical cannabis distribu -

tion centres in Los Angeles County . The simultaneous raids, part of

an ongoing investigation by the federal DrugE nforcement

A dministration, were the largest such operation in the county in

recent histor y .

Local officials and residents complained that the federal govern -

ment was trampling on state laws that allow the cultivation and

sale of marijuana for medical uses.

The action highlights a continuing struggle between the state,

where voters appr oved medical marijuana in 1996, and the feder -

al government, which pr ohibits the use and sale of cannabis.

"A lot of people are involved in some pretty major criminal activi -

ty , and they're using state law to traffic in drugs," said Sarah

P ullen, spok eswoman for the DEA's Los Angeles office.

But medical cannabis activists said the DEA raids mark another

attempt to stem a movement they say can't be halted. They also

said the busts mirr or a burgeoning trend by federal agents to

pounce soon after local governments tighten dispensar y rules, as

Los Angeles and W est Hollywood did this week.

Source: Los Angeles T imes of 9 and 18 Januar y 2007
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D R U G  W A R  D O U B L E - B I L L

The V ancouver Island Compassion Society

(VICS) will host the “ D r u g - W a r  D o u b l e  B i l l ”

F ilm F estival at the R oxy Theatre (Quadra at

Hillside) on Sat. April 14 fr om noon to 4 pm.

The event is a fundraiser for the VICS upcom -

ing trial/constitutional challenge to be held in

early May that involves two individuals and

the pr oduction of cannabis for VICS members.

T wo films will be shown, and at least one director and one mem -

ber fr om LEAP (Law Enforcement Against P r ohibition) will be

available for discussion and possible questions. It pr omises to be

an eye- opening and ‘big lie’ dismantling afternoon.



S c i e n c e :  T H C  d e c r e a s e s  i n t r a o c u l a r  p r e s s u r e  a n d  i m p r o v e s  b l o o d

c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  e y e

A ccording to research at the University of Aachen a single oral

dose of 7.5 mg THC, which was applied to eight healthy medical

doctors in a self -e xperiment, reduced intraocular pressure (IOP)

and increased blood circulation in the retina. Measurements were

performed before and two hours after intak e of THC.

THC resulted in a significant medium reduction of IOP fr om 13.2

mm Hg to 11.8 mm Hg. The time for the passage of blood fr om

arteries to the veins in the retina decreased significantly fr om 1.77

seconds on average to 1.57 seconds. Systemic blood pressure and

heart rate were not significantly altered.

R esearchers concluded that "cannabinoids, already known for their

ability to reduce IOP , may result in increased retinal hemodynam -

ics. This may be beneficial in ocular circulator y disorders, including

glaucoma."

Abstract available at: http://www .cannabis-med.org/studies/study .php

Source: Plange N, Arend K O , K aup M, Doehmen B, A dams H, Hendricks S, Cordes A,

Huth J, Sponsel WE, R emk y A. Dr onabinol and retinal hemodynamics in humans. Am

J Ophthalmol 2007;143(1):173-4.

S c i e n c e :  F e v e r

A ccording to animal research application of a synthetic cannabi -

noid (WIN55,212-2) prevented fever associated with an infection

of so -called gram-negative bacteria. This effect was reversed by a

CB1 receptor antagonist suggesting that the fever lowering effects

were mediated by the CB1 receptor .

Source: Benamar K, et al. J Pharmacol Exp Ther . 2006 Dec 28

U S :  C a l i f o r n i a

A ccording to a report by Dale Gieringer and Richard Lee of

California NORML Californians consume between 0.9 and 2 bil -

lion US Dollars (about 0.7-1.5 billion Eur os) worth of medical

cannabis each year . Because of federal law , the state loses most of

the 70 to 120 million US Dollars (about 53-91 million Eur os) in

possible state sales taxes that would other wise be collected.

The report is available at:

http://www .canorml.org/backgr ound/OakZF inancialR eport.pdf

N e t h e r l a n d s :  C o f f e e - s h o p s

The mayor of the town T erneuzen near the Belgium and F rench

border , J. Lonink, suggests licensing coffee-shops.

A ccording to a newspaper article, 2,500-3,000 people visit the

two coffee-shops of the town each day , many coming fr om

Belgium and F rance. Licensing could create new jobs and result in

tax revenues of several millions of Eur os per year , which could be

used by the town for the impr ovement of infrastructure. Mr .

Lonink stressed that this is only his personal opinion.

The article is available at:

http://www .tr ouw .nl/hetnieuws/nederland/article583880.ece/Laat_vergun -

ning_voor_coffeeshops_veilen

Source: T r ouw of 27 December 2007

S c i e n c e :  S e l f - m e d i c a t i o n

Danish and American scientists tested the self -medication hypothe -

sis of depression and aggression in 119 cannabis-using subjects.

They concluded fr om their research that subjects with

prior depression do not use cannabis as a mean of self -medication.

They are more lik ely to e xperience specific increases of adverse

symptoms while under the influence of cannabis, and are less lik e -

ly to e xperience specific symptom relief . A ccording to the scien -

tists, there is some evidence that cannabis is used as a means of

self -medication for pr oblems contr olling aggression.

Source: Arendt M, et al. P sychol Med 2007;1-11.

Find us online at  http://www .thevics.com

I A C M  B u l l e t i n : w w w . c a n n a b i s - m e d . o r g S c i e n c e :  S p a s t i c i t y

A ccording to an animal study the contr ol of spasticity in  multiple

scler osis is mediated by CB1, not CB2 cannabinoid receptors.

Source: P r yce G, Bak er D. Br J Pharmacol 2007 Jan 15

S c i e n c e :  G a s t r i c  u l c e r  a n d  p a n c r e a t i t i s

A ccording to animal research the activation of CB1 receptors

evok ed opposite effects in the stomach and pancreas. In the stom -

ach, cannabinoids e xhibited pr otective effects against stress-

induced gastric ulcer , whereas in the pancreas, they increased the

severity of pancreatitis induced by a chemical.

Source: Dembinski A, et al. J Physiol Pharmacol 2006;57 Suppl 5:137-54.

S c i e n c e :  E p i l e p s y

A ccording to cell e xperiments with cells involved in the develop -

ment of epilepsy the application of two endocannabinoids inhibit -

ed persistent epileptic activity . In this model the anti-epileptic

drugs phenobarbital and phenytoin were ineffective.

Source: Deshpande LS, et al. Eur J Pharmacol. 2006 Nov 22

S c i e n c e :  H e r p e s  z o s t e r

In an animal model of pain associated with herpes zoster infection

several drugs were tested for efficacy to reduce pain. The follow -

ing drugs were effective: morphine, amitriptyline, gabapentin,

ibupr ofen and the synthetic cannabinoid WIN55,212-2.

Source: Hasnie F S, et al. Neur oscience 2006 Dec 28

F i n l a n d :  P a i n  p a t i e n t  g i v e n  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  m e d i c a l  u s e  o f

c a n n a b i s

F inland’s National Agency for Medicines has granted a citizen spe -

cial permission to use cannabis for the relief of pain.

A ccording to a newspaper article this permission is valid for one

year . T erhi Hermanson, head physician at the Ministr y of Social

Affairs and Health, said that the case is the first one in which a

patient has applied for permission to use cannabis for medicinal

purposes in F inland. She adds that the ministr y now must e xamine

the legislative aspects of the case.

Source: Helsingin Sanomat of 12 December 2006



p e r s e v e r a n c e n . steadfast pursuit of an aim, constant persistence;

(Theology , etc) continuance in state of grace. [Middle English fr om

Old F rench, fr om Latin perseverantia ]

(The Concise Oxford Dictionar y , 7th ed., 1983)

r e q u i e m n . special Mass for repose of souls of the dead; musical

setting for this; dirge. [Middle English fr om Latin (according; accu -

sative of requies repose), initial word of the Mass]

(ibid.)

u s u r p v. 1. v.t. seize, assume, (thr one, office, power , pr operty ,

etc.) wr ongfully . 2. v.i. encr oach ( up ) on . 3. Hence or cognate

usurpA TION, usurper , ns . [Middle English, fr om Old  F rench usurp -

er fr om Latin usurpare seize for use]

(ibid.)

D E F I N I T I O N S

Cannabidiol displays une xpectedly high potency as antagonist of

CB(1) and CB(2) receptor agonists in vitr o .

A non-psychoactive constituent of the cannabis plant, cannabidiol

has been demonstrated to have low affinity for both cannabinoid

CB(1) and CB(2) receptors. Cannabidiol can enhance electrically

evok ed contractions of the mouse vas deferens, suggestive of

inverse agonism. Cannabidiol can also antagonize cannabinoid

receptor agonists in this tissue with a greater potency than we

would e xpect fr om its poor affinity for cannabinoid receptors. This

study aimed to investigate whether these pr operties of cannabidiol

e xtend to CB(1) receptors e xpressed in mouse brain and to human

CB(2) receptors that have been transfected into CHO cells.

The paper reports that cannabidiol displays inverse agonism at the

human CB(2) receptor , and demonstrate that cannabidiol is a high

potency antagonist of cannabinoid receptor agonists in mouse

brain and in membranes fr om CHO cells transfected with human

CB(2) receptors.

This study has pr ovided the first evidence that cannabidiol can dis -

play CB(2) receptor inverse agonism, an action that appears to be

responsible for its antagonism of CP55940 at the human CB(2)

receptor . The ability of cannabidiol to behave as a CB(2) receptor

inverse agonist may contribute to its documented anti-

inflammator y pr operties.

Thomas A, Baillie GL, Phillips AM, R azdan RK, R oss RA, P ertwee RG. 

1School of Medical Sciences, Institute of Medical Sciences, University of Aberdeen,

F oresterhill, Aberdeen, UK.British Journal of Pharmacology advance online publica -

tion, 22 Januar y 2007; doi:10.1038/sj.bjp.0707133

Engaging Disability 2007 (ED) is a disability institute out of the

Unniversity of V ictoria that will gather students, community mem -

bers, government employees and university faculty to think

about, discuss, learn and re-vision the meaning of disability . Over

a 9-month period individuals active in political, cultural, social,

scholarly and artistic realms of disability will be invited to share

their thoughts on issues of disability policy , the social construction

of disability , contested illness,

in/visibility of disability , unappar -

ent disabilities, chr onic disabling

conditions, disease-based impair -

ment, gendered aspects of disabil -

ity , participator y methods in dis -

ability research, discourse and

policy analysis.

Engaging Disability comprises an

opening panel session (March

12th, 2007), a seven-week lecture

series (March 19 - May 7, 2007),

a two -week Summer Institute

(June 2007), a fall session univer -

sity course for graduate and sen -

ior undergraduate students

(September - December 2007), an

ongoing film series (April -

November 2007), a community

book club, and art e xhibits in

local venues (dates to be

announced).

The pr ogram is sponsored by

Studies in P olicy and P ractice

(SPP), an interdisciplinar y graduate pr ogram in the F aculty of

Human and Social Development at the University of V ictoria. Its

primar y objective is to foster an understanding of the social, cul -

tural, and political conte xt of policy and practice. Engaging

Disability 2007 is an initiative fr om SPP intended to bring togeth -

er people interested in thinking about disability and illness in

critical ways.

V isit http://web.uvic.ca/disinst/ for more information

S t u d y  -  C a n n a b i d i o l  D i s p l a y s  U n e x p e c t e d l y  H i g h  P o t e n c y  E n g a g i n g  D i s a b i l i t y

U N  &  R i g h t s  o f  P e r s o n s  w i t h  D i s a b i l i t i e s

On December 13, 2006, the United Nations formally agreed on

the Convention on the Rights of P ersons with Disabilities, the first

human rights treaty of the 21st centur y , to pr otect and enhance

the rights and opportunities of the world's estimated 650 million

disabled people. [ http://www .un.org/esa/socdev/enable/ ]

Countries that sign up to the convention will be required to adopt

national laws, and remove old ones, so that persons with disabili -

ties would, for e xample, have equal rights to education, employ -

ment, and cultural life; the right to own and inherit pr operty ; not

be discriminated against in marriage, children, etc; not be unwill -

ing subjects in medical e xperiments.

List of disability discrimination acts:

A u s t r a l i a - Disability Discrimination A ct 1992 

C a n a d a - Ontarians with Disabilities A ct (2002) (just Ontario??)

U n i t e d  K i n g d o m - Disability Discrimination A ct 1995 (which has

been e xtended and amended by a number of enactments includ -

ing the Special Educational Needs and Disability A ct 2001, and the

Disability Discrimination A ct 2005

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a - Americans with Disabilities A ct of 1990 

P a k i s t a n - National P olicy for P ersons with Disablilities 2002

The Coombs chapter of the Cannabis Buyers Club was raided by

Comox V alley RCMP on Dec. 22, 2006.

Mark R ussell, who has run the Mid-Island Compassion Club for

over the past five years and has 85 clients, faces six counts of

cannabis trafficking. Among the cannabis seized

were all documents relating to the club, including

files with members names.

The RCMP state that they have no interest in

R ussell’s clients, only in himself , but club members

are concerned that their names are now known to

the police.

The club distributes cannabis to those who can

show pr oof of medical condition or those with a

doctor ’s recommendation. R ussell’s first court appearance date is

on March 22, 2007

Source: Comox V alley R ecord, 3Jan 2007,

www .mapinc.org/drugnews/v07/n016/a04.html

M i d - I s l a n d  C o m p a s s i o n  C l u b  B u s t e d



Ever been denied insurance because you admitted that you smok e

cannabis? Had to lie on the application? P eople seeking insurance

who are honest about their cannabis use are either denied or

ask ed to pay ver y high premiums that typically they cannot

afford.

It turns out that W ebb Hubbell, a former associate attorney gener -

al, convicted felon and now selling insurance, has found carriers

that state that they will not deny insurance benefits for “ responsi -

ble cannabis smok ers” (versus chr onic users, akin to ‘ responsible

drink er ’ versus a ‘lush’).

So far , two

insurance com -

panies have

agreed to write

life insurance

policies, and

Hubbell said he

hopes to

e xpand cover -

age to include

health and

disability

insurance.

"If you've been

declined for life

insurance or

are paying above-mark et premiums or simply want to know"

about life insurance for "responsible" marijuana smok ers, then give

him a call, he says on an "audio message" he made for the

American National Organization for the R eform of Marijuana

Laws' (NORML) web site to e xplain its new life insurance

pr ogram.

Hubbell met NORML founder Keith Str oup in 1996 when both

were working on reform in the criminal justice system. A t that

time, a NORML member was unable to get a bank loan to

e xpand his trucking business.

The "bank required additional life insurance," Hubbell e xplains, but

"his local insurance agent had told him he simply had to quit

smoking marijuana to get the coverage the bank was requiring."

W ell, " he didn't want to quit, and he wanted NORML's help

[and] they contacted me," said Hubbell.

Hubbell said he found a carrier to write a policy for the man and

then "we decided the time was right to mak e traditional insurance

... available" to other cannabis consumers.

Source:W ashington P ost, 31Jan 2007,www .mapinc.org/drugnews/v07/n116/a06.html

“A great deal of intelligence can be invested in ignorance when the need for illusion is deep.”

— Saul Bellow (June 1 1, 1915 - April 5, 2005)

AIDS V ancouver Island

1601 Blanshard, 384-2366

V .P .W .A.

330-1 105 Pandora, 382-7927

MS Society

1004 N.Park, 388-6496

HepC BC

306-620 V iew , 595-3892

Canadians for Safe Access

http://www .safeaccess.ca

R ESOURCE  D IRECT OR Y : Action Committee of People

with Disabilities

383-4105

Canadian CannabisCoalition

www .cannabiscoalition.ca

Canada Medical Marihuana

www .medicalmarihuana.ca

Media Awareness Project

http://www .mapinc.org

Drug Policy Alliance

http://www .drugpolicy .org

Health Canada

http://www .hc-sc.gc.ca/dhp-

mp s/marihuana/index_e.html

1-866-337-7705

Norml Canada

http://www .normlcanada.org

T reating Y ourself

www .treatingyourself.com

Cannabis Research Institute

http://www .cannabisresearch

instituteinc.com

Disabled Rights Alliance

15-950 Humbold t S t.

V ictoria, BC V8V 2Z8

380-6660

John W . Conroy , Q.C.

1-877-852-51 10 (toll free)

http://www .johnconroy .com

BCCCS

V ancouver , 604-875-0448

http://thecomp assionclub.org

DrugSense

http://www .drugsense.org

S a m e  W i n e  D i f f e r e n t  B o t t l eS a m e  W i n e  D i f f e r e n t  B o t t l e (pun intended)

“ P r o h i b i t i o n  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a s  a  f r a u d ;  i t  h a s  b e e n  n u r s e d  a s  a

f r a u d .  I t  i s  w r a p p e d  i n  t h e  l i v e r y  o f  H e a v e n ,  b u t  i t  c o m e s  t o

s e r v e  t h e  d e v i l .  I t  c o m e s  t o  r e g u l a t e  b y  l a w  o u r  a p p e t i t e s  a n d

o u r  d a i l y  l i v e s .  I t  c o m e s  t o  t e a r  d o w n  l i b e r t y  a n d  b u i l d  u p

f a n a t i c i s m ,  h y p o c r i s y ,  a n d  i n t o l e r a n c e .  I t  c o m e s  t o  c o n f i s c a t e  b y

l e g i s l a t i v e  d e c r e e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  m a n y  o f  o u r  f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s .  I t

c o m e s  t o  s e n d  s p i e s ,  d e t e c t i v e s ,  a n d  i n f o r m e r s  i n t o  o u r  h o m e s ;

t o  h a v e  u s  a r r e s t e d  a n d  c a r r i e d  b e f o r e  c o u r t s  a n d  c o n d e m n e d

t o  f i n e s  a n d  i m p r i s o n m e n t s .  I t  c o m e s  t o  d i s s i p a t e  t h e  s u n l i g h t  o f

h a p p i n e s s ,  p e a c e ,  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  w h i c h  w e  a r e  n o w  l i v i n g

a n d  t o  f i l l  o u r  l a n d  w i t h  a l i e n a t i o n s ,  e s t r a n g e m e n t s ,  a n d  b i t t e r -

n e s s .  I t  c o m e s  t o  b r i n g  u s  e v i l  -  o n l y  e v i l  -  a n d  t h a t  c o n t i n u a l l y .

L e t  u s  r i s e  i n  o u r  m i g h t  a s  o n e  a n d  o v e r w h e l m  i t  w i t h  s u c h

i n d i g n a t i o n  t h a t  w e  s h a l l  n e v e r  h e a r  o f  i t  a g a i n  a s  l o n g  a s  g r a s s

g r o w s  a n d  w a t e r  r u n s . ” -- R oger Q. Mills of T e xas, 1887, quoted repeated -

ly during a December 1914 debate in Congress over alcohol P r ohibition

I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n i e s  S t a r t  O p e n i n g  D o o r s

Cannabis Up Close

Another compassion club has opened its doors in V ancouver pr o -

viding access to cannabis for medical purposes. The Green Cr oss

Society of BC [ www .greencr ossofbc.org ] accepts people for

membership if they have either a prescription fr om a physician,

natur opath or other recognized health care pr ovider , or a Health

Canada license.

Other healing therapies such as R eiki, acupuncture, massage, chir o -

practic and natur opathy are also offered for members in a healing

center . Call 778-785-0370 for more info .

G r e e n  C r o s s  S o c i e t y  o f  B C


