
C a n a d a  – C i t y  o f  V a n c o u v e r  F a c e s  L a w s u i t  F r o m

L e g a l  M e d i c a l  C a n n a b i s  A d v o c a t e s

The City of V ancouver is being sued for $400,000 by three med -

ical cannabis advocates after police raided a federally licensed

indoor cannabis gr owing operation in the basement of a rented

East V ancouver home.

The police recovered an undisclosed quantity of dried cannabis

Sept. 8 fr om inside the house and 25 cannabis plants in a garden

outside the house, according to an affidavit filed in B.C. Supreme

Court by Det. Const.  Jason Gray . No charges were laid.

After the raid, city electrical inspectors shut

off power to the house and posted a "Do

Not Occupy" sign on the door . Owner Dale

W aldman will have to remove the unap -

pr oved equipment and bring wiring up to

code before power is restored and the do -

not- occupy sign is removed, according to the

City of V ancouver .

In the affidavit sworn Nov . 15, Gray said the

license for the gr ow - op in the house had

e xpired and noted there was no license for

the 25 plants gr owing in the garden. Gray

pointed out it was "standard practice" for the

V ancouver police to check with Health

Canada prior to obtaining a search warrant

to determine whether a suspected gr ow - op

is legal.

In their suit against the city , W aldman,

Michael Maniotis, and Y oram A dler allege

the police knowingly ignored the fact A dler

had a previous Health Canada license to

gr ow cannabis at the house.

Maniotis told the Courier he agreed A dler's license had e xpired

and that's why police didn't find a gr ow - op in the house. He said

police claims of seizing dried marijuana and 25 plants in the raid

are false.

F urthermore, he pointed out A dler was authorized by his doctor

for renewal of his license in A ugust and had sent the necessar y

paper work to Health Canada.

"T echnically , since his doctor has signed the forms, Mr . A dler was a

marijuana patient," Maniotis said. "The police have neglected to

say that when they entered the house, I notified them that Mr .

A dler had been reauthorized."

A dler has an undisclosed debilitating disease and severe arthritis,

Maniotis said. A dler's e xpired license allowed him to possess and

cultivate 24 marijuana plants. His renewed license allows him to

gr ow 49 plants, Maniotis said.

A dler doesn't live at the house but W aldman allowed him to culti -

vate the cannabis there, said Maniotis, noting Health Canada

appr oved the gr ow - op site where W aldman and Maniotis live.

A dler stated in an affidavit that he fears for his health and must

return to the street for his medicine.

The City of V ancouver is maintaining that even licensed medical

cannabis gr owers must meet city by -laws, and stated that some of

the electric wiring did not. Barb Windsor , deputy chief license

inspector for V ancouver , said that licensed gr owers are encouraged

to come to the city and find out how to pr operly equip their

homes to meet by -laws before setting up a

legal gr owing operation.

No date has been set yet to hear the lawsuit.

Anybody know a good, friendly electrician

to help out and mak e sure that these opera -

tions meet the electrical code?

Source: V ancouver Sun, Nov . 15, and V ancouver Courier ,

Nov . 21, 2005,

http://www .mapinc.org/drugnews/v05/n1855/a03.html

V I T C R I  T r i a l  S e t  f o r  S e p t .  2 0 0 6

On November 30, a judge in V ictoria

declared that there was enough evidence,

obtained by trespassing or not, to pr oceed

with a trial ne xt year against the V ancouver

Island Therapeutic Cannabis R esearch

Institute (VIT CRI), a medicinal cannabis

research and cultivation facility that has since

closed its doors.

VIT CRI was a lab-style pr oduction and

research facility designed to ensure a safe and

standardized source of organic medicine for

the now over 520 members of the

V ancouver Island Compassion Society (VICS). Since 90% of

Canadians support the medical use of cannabis, and with Health

Canada clearly unable to meet it's commitments to Canada's

medicinal users, why are police and court resources, and taxpay -

ers’ money , still wasted on the arrest and pr osecution of medicinal

cannabis users and pr oducers? What purpose does this pr osecution

ser ve in the bigger picture?

The tentative trial date is Sept. 2006. The VICS is asking for dona -

tions towards the legal defence; P L E A S E help if you can.
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VICS to Open 7 Days a W eek

Y ou asked for it (again and again and again) and here it is, finally .

S t arting Jan. 8, 2006, the VICS will be open every day of the week

to meet our member ’ s needs.

New Hours: Mon. to Fri. 1 1 to 5; Sat. & Sun. 1 1 to 4
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I A C M  B u l l e t i n : w w w . c a n n a b i s - m e d . o r g

U K :  S a t i v e x  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p a t i e n t s  a s  a n  u n l i c e n s e d  m e d i c i n e

On November 15 G W Pharmaceuticals announced that its

cannabis e xtract Sative x may be imported fr om Canada for indi -

vidual patients in the UK as an unlicensed medicine. This develop -

ment is in response to enquiries fr om a number of UK doctors and

individual patients who have been in contact with the Home

Office to request access to Sative x.

In accordance with the Medicines A ct, a medicine which has yet to

be licensed in the UK may be prescribed and supplied in response

to an unsolicited request to fulfill the special needs of an individ -

ual patient under a physician’s direct personal responsibility .

Sative x has been available on prescription in Canada since late

June. The Home Office will develop a licensing regime for Sative x.

G W e xpects to discuss the implementation practicalities with the

Home Office over the coming weeks.

Irrespective of these plans the company is still planning to submit

an application for Mark eting A uthorisation to the responsible

authorities during 2006. Only after such an appr oval there will be

a more easy access to Sative x in the UK.

Source: P ress release of G W Pharmaceuticals of Nov . 15, 2005

U S : T a x a t i o n  o f  m e d i c a l  c a n n a b i s  d i s t r i b u t o r s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a

The state of California appr oved a policy that opens the door for

medical cannabis distributors to collect and pay state sales tax. The

policy considers their unique fear of being targeted by federal

authorities because of legal questions surr ounding their pr oduct.

Under the new policy businesses can get what is known as a sellers

permit, allowing them to collect sales tax, without indicating

whether their merchandise is lawful to sell. "W e didn't want to

inadvertently be in the position of putting medicinal marijuana

dealers in a tr ouble spot," said an official of San F rancisco .

Currently , some retailers of medical cannabis are registered and

pay tax, while others are not.

That was welcome news to Lisa Molyneux, who opened a dispen -

sar y in Santa Cruz last month. "Most of us want to comply with

the law and do all we should as a regular business," said

Molyneux. In agreement was V alerie Corral, co - founder of the

cooperative W o/men's Alliance for Medical Marijuana, who said

such dispensaries should be treated lik e other businesses.

Source: Santa Cruz Sentinel of 27 October 2005

U S :  S a n t a  C r u z  o p e n s  f i r s t  g o v e r n m e n t - r u n  m e d i c a l  c a n n a b i s

d i s t r i b u t i o n  p r o g r a m

On Nov . 8 the city council of Santa Cruz, California, passed an

ordinance paving the way for the nation's first-ever government-

run medical cannabis distribution pr ogram. Under the measure,

the Santa Cruz city government will set up an Office of

Compassionate Use that will handle pr ocuring and storing

cannabis and dispense it to "qualified patients" under California's

nearly ten-year - old medical cannabis law .

Source: NewStandard of Nov . 9, 2005

S c i e n c e :  P a i n

Combined administration of THC and one of the two opioids fen -

tanyl and buprenorphine, all given as skin patches, pr oved to be

more efficacious than the cannabinoid and the opiods alone in an

animal study . THC in the applied dose pr oduced no reduction of

pain. However , THC enhanced fentanyl's potency by 3.7- fold at 2

hours, and 5.8- fold at 4 hours. Buprenophine's potency was

increased 8.2- fold at 2 hours and 7.2- fold at 4 hours when co -

administered with THC. R esearchers concluded that  "the enhance -

ment of transdermal opioids by THC could lead to the design of

an effective combination analgesic patch."

Source: Cichewicz DL, et al. Eur J Pharmacol 2005 Nov 7

S c i e n c e :  O p i o i d  w i t h d r a w a l

German researchers tested the effects of several substances in alle -

viating opioid withdrawal symptoms in 89 opioid-dependent

patients. They applied a five-point scale (1 = ver y good

reduction of opioid withdrawal; 5 = no reduction of opioid with -

drawal). The following mean values were obser ved: for benzodi -

azepines, 3.2; tricyclic antidepressants, 3.6; cannabis,

3.6; alcohol, 4.1; cocaine, 4.2; amphetamine, 4.4; nicotine, 4.7;

and caffeine, 4.9. Scientists noted that their "study shows a low

efficacy of non- opioid drugs in alleviating opioid withdrawal

symptoms. Only benzodiazepines and tricyclic antidepressants

were reported to have a moderate positive effect on opioid with -

drawal."

Source: Hermann D, et al. A ddict Biol 2005;10(2):165-9

S c i e n c e :  B i o a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  T H C

F innish researchers increased the bioavailability of sublingual THC

by using a THC/beta-cyclode xtrin comple x. Bioavailability of THC

after sublingual administration of a powder of this comple x was

much higher as an alcohol THC solution.

Source: Mannila J, et al. Life Sci 2005 Oct 30

S c i e n c e :  C l i n i c a l  s t u d y  i n  m u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s

R esults of the 12 months study on cannabis and THC in multiple

scler osis by Dr . John Zajicek and colleagues has now been pub -

lished as a journal article in the Journal of Neur ology ,

Neur osurger y and P sychiatr y . So far , only a short conference

report was available in the journal Multiple Scler osis. The study

found that long-term treatment of spasticity due to MS by THC

reduced as measured by the Ashworth Scale. The whole plant

cannabis e xtract did not change this objective measure of spasticity

compared to placebo .

Source: Zajicek JP , et al.  J Neur ol Neur osurg P sychiatr y 2005;76(12):1664-9

S c i e n c e :  O b e s i t y

The CB1 receptor antagonist rimonabant inhibited the pr oliferation

of fat cells (adipocytes) in a dose-dependent manner in a cell

study with fat cells of mice.

Source: Gar y - Bobo M, et al. Mol Pharmacol 2005 Nov 9

Find us online at  http://www .thevics.com

CC oo rr rr ee cc tt ii oo nn :  H e a l t h  C a n a d a  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e

Oops. W e had no intention of wiping out chair Har old K allant

and the Expert A dvisor y Committee on Marihuana F or Medical

P urposes (EAC -MMP); we incorrectly stated that this committee

no longer e xists in last month’s newsletter . The article should have

read that the Stak eholder A dvisor y Committee on Medical

Marihuana no longer e xists. (which got us thinking, how much

longer before it all disappears?)

Apologies for any confusion (and thanks to L ynne).
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c o n s e r v e v.t. k eep fr om harm, decay , or loss, especially with

view to later use (conser ve one’s energy , resources); (Physics)

maintain quantity of (energy etc.) constant.  [ Middle English fr om

Old F rench conserver fr om Latin CON ( servare k eep) ]

(The Concise Oxford Dictionar y , 7th ed., 1983)

h i g g l e d y - p i g g l e d y adv., adj. & n .  (in) utter confusion and disor -

der . [ rhyming jingle, pr obably with reference to irregular herding

together of pigs ] (ibid.)

h u b r i s a .  insolent pride or presumption; (Greek T ragedy) over -

weening pride towards the gods, leading to nemesis; so ~ istic a . [

Greek ] (ibid.)

p o l l e n  n. fine powder y substance discharged fr om anther of

flower , male element that fertilizes ovules; ~ analysis, palynology ;

~ count, inde x of amount of pollen in air published as warning to

those allergic to it; hence ~ LES S , pollinic, pollini FEROUS , adjs .

[ Latin pollen pollinis fine flour , dust ]. (ibid.)

D e f i n i t i o n s :

Good riddance. The bill to decriminalize cannabis has died with

the upcoming election, once again. Bill C -17 was read twice in

P arliament but never got the third reading it required to pass.

While Bill C -17 cut down on penalties for possession of small

amounts of marijuana, it substantially increased penalties for culti -

vation. The bill would have had little effect on the black mark et,

where a child can shop for drugs and some people mak e outra -

geous pr ofits, tax- free.

While working for the B.C. Civil Liberties Association, V ancouver

lawyer Kirk T ousaw testified to a House of Commons special com -

mittee against the bill, arguing that it would actually do more to

criminalize cannabis by targeting gr owers.

"This Liberal government has now pr omised to reform our mari -

juana laws for the last four years, but they have not done it,"

T ousaw said.

It is unlik ely that with our national mindset (leaning south lately),

apathy , and lack of political will that we, as a countr y , could look

at drug issues as a health pr oblem and put pr ograms in place that

recognize such. Instead, we treat each other as children (recogniz -

ing that some choose to act that way) and criminalize adults and

youth alik e for possession of a dried plant. W ay to go Canada!

(which mak es us wonder , who benefits e x cept the legal system?)

Source: Metr o (CN BC) Nov 30, 2005

F e d e r a l  E l e c t i o n  H a l t s  C a n n a b i s  B i l l :

The Drug P olicy Alliance (www .drugpolicy .org) in the US has put

out the call to help the victims of Hurricanes K atrina and Rita. As

stated on the Media A wareness P r oject website (www .mapinc.org/

alert/0317.html), nearly three million people have been displaced

fr om their homes because of Hurricanes K atrina and Rita. Many

have lost ever ything. Y et U S  f e d e r a l  l a w s  p r o h i b i t  t h e s e  v i c t i m s

f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  w e l f a r e ,  f o o d  s t a m p s ,  p u b l i c  h o u s i n g ,  s t u d e n t  l o a n s

a n d  o t h e r  b e n e f i t s  i f  t h e y  h a v e  a  d r u g  l a w  c o n v i c t i o n (emphasis

added). P eople who have lost ever ything should not be denied

public assistance just because they were convicted of a drug

offense sometime in their past. They are still human, aren’t they?

The Alliance announced the intr oduction of the "Elimination of

Barriers for K atrina V ictims A ct," which would temporarily suspend

federal laws that deny public assistance to hurricane victims who

have drug offenses in their past. If the bill is enacted, thousands of

destitute families that would other wise be denied food stamps,

public housing and other aid because of prior drug offenses would

be able to obtain benefits to help put their lives back together .

T ired of living in an imperfect Canada? R eady for that earthquak e?

Got questions about growing? Our resident guru Mat has made

available an e-mail address where you can direct queries -

askmatb@hotmail.com

W a r  O n  D r u g s  B l o w n  F a r  O f f  C o u r s e :

F e d e r a l  P r i s o n s  A l l o w  T a t t o o  P a r l o u r s :

In what can only be called a sensible move to reduce the risk and

spread of Hepatitis C and HIV (what took so long?), the federal

government has opened tattoo parlours at five federal prisons,

with a sixth one scheduled to be under way by Nov . 2005.

F or $5 each, federal prisoners can now get their favourite design

or phrase - but nothing racist or gang- related - etched into their

skin by a fellow inmate. The pr oject is the first of its kind in

Canada and believed by some to be the only one in the world.

While contentious for some, tattooing has been part of prison life

for eternity and will not disappear . Although illegal, inmates will

construct needles fr om whatever they can get their hands on. The

devices are shared, spreading blood-borne diseases.

By bringing tattoos into the open, officials hope to curb the num -

ber of people who get infected fr om shared needles, said Michele

P ilon-Santilli, spok eswoman for Correctional Ser vice Canada. "I

know we've had some criticism fr om individuals," said Ms. P ilon-

Santilli. "The bottom line is this is a public health issue. It's harm

reduction."

The inmates who operate the machines receive training and

refresher courses. The money collected fr om the tattoos goes to an

inmate welfare account and can be used to purchase furniture to

spruce up the tattoo shop. The total cost of the pr ogram is esti -

mated to be $700,000, said Ms. P ilon-Santilli.

The federal government is also looking at handing out clean nee -

dles to those who inject drugs. Correctional Ser vice Canada and

the P ublic Health Agency of Canada have signed an agreement to

work together to analyze the risks and benefits of prison-based

safe needle pr ograms.

Source:Ottawa Citizen, Nov .11,2005

www .mapinc.org/drugnews/v05/n1766/a05.html

Civic Post-Election Sort-of-Blues

It’s done, and fewer than 1 in 4 elegible voters filled out a ballot.

Philippe Lucas put on a stellar effort with his Green P arty mate

Sonya Chandler , only to lose by ~115 votes. Aaargh!

Congratulations, however , goes to Sonya who becomes the only

new face on V ictoria city council. R aise a little hell, Sonya (-;
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N e t h e r l a n d s  t o  C o n t i n u e  M e d i c a l  C a n n a b i s  P r o g r a m :

The Office for Medicinal Cannabis is optimistic that the medical

cannabis pr ogramme will continue in reaction to an article by the

A ustrian newspaper "Der Standard" of Nov . 3. Dr . Marco van de

V elde, head of the Office for Medicinal Cannabis of the Dutch

Health Ministr y , refuted the report that the government intends to

stop the pr ogramme on medicinal cannabis.

"R ecently a commission evaluated the Dutch policy on the pr ovi -

sion of medicinal cannabis," Dr . van de V elde wr ote. "The commis -

sion gave a positive opinion and advised the Minister to continue

the pr ogram and to focus on research and development. The

Minister subscribed to this pr oposal and will discuss this issue in

the House of Commons coming month."

"Der Standard" reported that the medical cannabis pr ogramme

under which cannabis is delivered by pharmacies for medical pur -

poses will be stopped at the end of 2005. The same article also

reported that the conser vative government intends to restrict the

access to coffee shops to citizens of the Netherlands. They wish to

get rid of the image of a “drug paradise”.

A ccording to the A ustrian newspaper the Dutch embassy in A ustria

informed the A ustrian government, which will tak e over the presi -

dency of the Eur opean Union in Januar y 2006.

Sources: P ersonal communication by Marco van de V elde of Nov . 24 2005, personal

communication by Michael Simoner of Nov .25 2005, Der Standard of Nov . 3, 2005

C a n a d i a n  D o c t o r s  A s k e d  T o  S e c u r e  D e c l a r a t i o n :

In a letter to physicians of October 2005 the Canadian Medical

P r otective Association (CMP A) recommends that physicians who

assist patients in their application for the medical use of

cannabis (MMAR) to the Health Ministr y that they ask applicants

to sign a release fr om liability . P atients who seek legal access to the

medical use of cannabis need a medical declaration fr om their

physician. The regulations require the applicant to declare that he

or she has discussed the risks with the physician who signs the

“No lifestyle is sust ainable if it could not safely be shared by all members of the human family .”

– W illiam E. Rees, UBC professor , School of Community and Regional Planning

AIDS V ancouver Island

1601 Blanshard, 384-2366

V .P .W .A.

330-1 105 Pandora, 382-7927

V ancouver Is. PHA Caucus

v .i.caucus@telus.net;217-9833

MS Society

1004 N.Park, 388-6496

Hep-C Society of Canada

219-2750 Quadra, 388-431 1

R ESOURCE  D IRECT OR Y : Canadians for Safe Access

http://www .safeaccess.ca

Canadian CannabisCoalition

www .cannabiscoalition.ca

Canada Medical Marihuana

www .medicalmarihuana.ca

Media Awareness Project

http://www .mapinc.org

Action Committee of People

with Disabilities

383-4105

Health Canada

http://www .hc-sc.gc.ca/dhp-

mp s/marihuana/index_e.html

1-866-337-7705

Norml Canada

http://www .normlcanada.org

Cannabis Health

http://www .cannabishealth.com

Cannabis Research Institute

http://www .cannabisresearch

instituteinc.com

Disabled Rights Alliance

15-950 Humbold t S t.

V ictoria, BC V8V 2Z8

380-6660

John W . Conroy , Q.C.

1-877-852-51 10 (toll free)

http://www .johnconroy .com

BCCCS

V ancouver , 604-875-0448

http://thecomp assionclub.org

DrugSense

http://www .drugsense.org

medical declaration. The CMP A has developed a form of release,

which may be downloaded fr om their website (http://www .cmpa-

acpm.ca). Source: CMP A

C a l i f o r n i a n  P a i n  P a t i e n t  W h o  F l e d

t o  C a n a d a  E x t r a d i t e d  t o  t h e  U S :

A US citizen who fled to Canada to avoid pr ose -

cution because he grew cannabis to help contr ol

chr onic pain was arrested in a V ancouver hospital

by Canadian authorities, driven to the US border

with a catheter still attached, and turned over to

US officials, who pr ovided him with no medical

treatment for 5 days, his lawyer said. Steven William T uck, 38,

was still fitted with the urinar y catheter when he appeared before

an US District Court for a detention hearing on Oct. 12, his lawyer

Douglas Hiatt said. Though T uck had tak en morphine - as pre -

scribed by doctors - for about 16 years to help with his pain, he

was given no painkiller or treatment at the jail other than ibupr o -

fen, Hiatt said. T uck, who appeared emaciated in court, has been

sick fr om the morphine withdrawal, Hiatt said. Judge James P .

Donohue ordered T uck temporarily released so that could be

treated in hospital. Donohue released him on the condition that

he face the charge before a court in California upon his release

fr om the hospital.

T uck is an army veteran who said he suffered debilitating injuries

in the late 1980s when his parachute failed to open during a jump.

He spent a year in an army hospital undergoing operations at his

spine. His injuries were e xacerbated in a car crash in 1990. Over

the years, T uck has had more than a dozen surgeries, his friends

said. In 2001, he was living in McKinleyville, C A, when his

cannabis gr owing operation was raided for the second time. T uck

fled to Canada to avoid pr osecution, and sought asylum status,

which was recently denied.

Source: Associated P ress of October 12, 2005


